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Introduction  
 

Do you want a career in Golf Course Management? 

 

Careers in Golf Course Management have become increasingly popular and as a result more 

education courses have become available which will enhance the individuals. The challenge is 

finding suitable practical Greenkeeping work experience to complement this formal 

education. 

 

FEGGA in association with Polaris World and Ransomes Jacobsen have put together what we 

believe is the perfect opportunity for a greenkeeper to gain practical experience along with a 

well structured lecture programme that will have a long-term benefit to any Greenkeeper at 

the end of the year. 

 

Murcia is the last real paradise on the Spanish coast and Polaris World couldnôt have chosen a 

better location for its Resorts. Situated at the heart of the Mediterranean region, the privileged 

area features 250 km of coastline, more than 300 days of sunshine per year and an average 

annual temperature of 21ºC. 

 

Polaris World was created in 2001 by two local businessmen. The central offices are based in 

a small town named Balsicas in the region of Murcia.  

ñHigh Qualityò is a term taken very seriously by Polaris World. Although the first golf course 

was a great Dave Thomas design, Polaris World knew perfectly that there was only one way 

to create the best golf courses in Europe, and that would be having them designed by The 

Best; Nicklaus Design.  

 

The Nicklaus Golf Trail is a circuit which will boast 9 courses within a radius of 25 km and 

the best golf experience in Europe. With 4 courses (63 holes) already up and running, 3 with 

work in progress (45 holes) and 2 in the planning stages, this is unique in the world and 

exclusive to Polaris World. 

 

The Nicklaus Golf Trail has become a reference point for golf in Spain and Europe. It 

provides a magnificent golf experience in an area with a climate which allows play all year 

round and an excellent transport network linking it to the rest of Spain and abroad. 

 

Only Jack Nicklaus, the best golfer of all times and designer of 59 of the top 100 golf courses 

in the world, could be behind this surprising project. 

 

 



 

The Polaris World Greens Department is currently a team of 77 people: 

 

Sylvain Duval, Director of Golf Course Construction & Maintenance.  

sylvain.duval@polarisworld.com  

 

Anthony Bonnett, Agronomic Director 

a.bonnet@polarisworld.com 

 

Michelle Ravase, Admin. 

michelle.ravase@polarisworld.com 

 

5 Superintendents 

6 Assistant Superintendents 

6 Mechanics 

5 Irrigation Techniciens 

3 Foremen 

49 Greenkeepers 

 

 

 

 
 

Mar Menor Golf Resort is Polaris Worldôs first project, a nine hole, par 36 course designed by 

Dave Thomas. 2.996 m of golf course, driving range with putting and chipping green.  

The designer has respected the setting and maintained the regionôs flora, by planting various 

types of palm trees, olive and carob trees, also native plants and shrubs.   

 

The grass specifications are: ñTifway 419ò Bermudagrass on fairways and rough, ñPrincess 

77ò Bermudagrass on tees, ñSeaside IIò creeping Bentgrass on the green surrounds and ñA4ò 

creeping Bentgrass on greens.  

 

  
 

Mar Menor is open to players since June 2005 as well as the Town Centre and 5 star 

Intercontinental Hotel.  

 

Mar Menor II will be the final touch to complete the Mar Menor Golf Resort.  

Nicklaus Design is expanding the course to 18 holes and adapting the original 9.The 

construction work of the new 9 holes started late 2007 and will be completed summer 2009. 

At the moment we have planted 6 holes and the remaining holes will be planted in April 2009. 

All greens are now seeded and we have started mowing them.  
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La Torre Golf Resortôs course is a Nicklaus Design (Michael Nicklaus), 18 hole, par 68 with 

4 different tees on over 55.000 m2 of land. Open since December 2006. 

 

The theme of this course is ñsandò (6 ha of bunkers) and palm trees. Extensive and coloured 

landscaping contrast with the maintained Turfgrass. The grass specifications are: ñTifsportò 

Bermudagrass on tees, fairways and rough, and A1 and A4 creeping Bentgrass on greens.  

Three lakes complete the exuberant landscape of this course. One of the shorter courses, the 

La Torre Golf Resort is ideal for both average players and those with a high handicap. At the 

same time, La Torre Golf Resort preserves the challenge for experienced players who, teeing 

off from the furthest tee will have to devise the appropriate strategy to cover the fairway with 

the perfect shot. Completed with all the perfect features for practice, La Torre Golf Resort is 

undoubtedly a mandatory stopover for golfers. 

 

 

  
 

 

The Town Centre is located around one of the 3 lakes. The 5 star Intercontinental Hotel, 

second within a Polaris World Resort, was recently inaugurated by Woody Allen, with a live 

concert. Open air and heated swimming pools, tennis courts, Spa and fitness centre, private 

school, medical centre, bars and restaurants are a few of the services that La Torre Golf 

Resort offers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

El Valle Golf Resortôs course is a Nicklaus Design (Gary Nicklaus), 18 hole, par 71 with 3 

different tees, club house, pro-shop, driving range and golf school. Open since August 2007. 

 

El Valle is located in a desert type valley, the native areas will be respected as much as 

possible and new ones will be created. Artificial rocks identical to the natural ones on site 

were fabricated. Waterfalls, creeks and 3 lakes are part of the courseôs landscape.  

 

This desert type golf course has a true hard line irrigation and island tees. Native areas have 

been recreated in between the golf holes using native vegetation; grasses, shrubs and trees.  

 

The grasses are, like La Torre, ñTifsportò Bermudagrass and creeping Bentgrass on greens.  

 

 

  
 

 
 

 

Hacienda Riquelme Golf Resortôs course is a Nicklaus Design, 18 hole, par 72 of 

approximately 6.300 meters long. The Resort has a club house, pro-shop driving range and 

golf school.  

 

Hacienda Riquelme is located in a very broad valley and is a larger style golf course. Given 

the slightly larger size of the greens, stronger features have been incorporated and herewith 

make a difference with the previous Polaris World golf courses.  

The golf course twists and loops itself between olive trees, native areas and large lakes. The 

greens with their ñmovesò will surely be a topic on the course.  

The original bunkers create a dramatic setting that places Hacienda Riquelme in a distinctive 

league. Many of these bunkers are very deep with sand rising up to three meters. 

 Hacienda Riquelme welcomed its first players in June 2008.  
  



   

  

 

 
 

Las Terrazas De La Torre Golf Resort is a Nicklaus Design, 18 hole course. Construction 

(earth moving) started in summer 2007, drainage and irrigation in January 2008 and will be 

completed in summer 2009.  

Terrazas De La Torre has had many evolutions to reach its current form. We wanted to create 

a course that was fundamentally different than the other at Polaris. The other courses are 

heavily bunkered and essentially encourage play through the air. We wanted to create 

something different that would encourage play along the ground and also a course that would 

not be overly penal for weaker players (give them lots of room to play). Terrazas De La Torre 

will have a mysterious feel as numerous blind and semi-blind situations will be created 

depending on the angle of play the golfer chooses. 

All playing surfaces will be grassed with seashore Paspalum ñPlatinum TEò. The extensive 

landscaping with native plants and grasses will give us a links sensation.   

 

  


